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Hot Chippies are scorching with
Klevaklip.

It didn’t take Vince from Hot Chippies long to see the
benefits of the new Klevaklip decking fixing system.
This clips allows the fixing of Merbau decking boards
without seeing screws or nails and was discussed at
some length last month. You may recall it is
designed to be used with the boards running 90
degrees to the joists. One of Vince’s first questions to
me was, “how do we run the boards at 45 degrees.
Simple answer was “ you don’t”. Now the answer is
“talk to Vince”. He has just completed a deck at a
private residence where the boards run out from the
wall at 45 degrees and it looks great. It’s all in the
sub structure and with careful setting out you can
make Klevaklip work almost anywhere. Have a look
at our web site to see the new photos. Hot Chippies,
arguably one of the best names for a carpentry firm
you’ll ever see, can be found at the HIA building in
Fyshwick. Call them on 62283210.

Running at 45 degrees with a ramp!

New Schiavello showroom.
Last week I dropped into the Schiavello showroom on
Collie St in Fyshwick. Schiavello have recently

completed a major refurbishment of their showroom
and office space. They enjoy massive street frontage
now across the road from Joes motorcycles and the
Commonwealth Bank. The showroom display a great
selection of office furniture from chairs right through
to custom built work stations and tables. The pieces
are displayed with plenty of space around them
allowing the viewer to appreciate them from all
angles. This showroom is already proving to be a hit
with the local designing fraternity due to the
extensive range offered and easy layout. I’d like to
claim that one of the biggest wide board Blackbutt
floors anywhere is the key to this showroom but that
might be a little forward. It does look good though.
A big thank you to Luciano from Schiavello for
choosing Monaro Timber for this project. We also
supply their workshop with timbers for their fit out
projects and we are pleased to be associated with
them. Next time you are in Fyshwick, drop in and
have a look.

Tell us about your floor or deck .

Do you have a great floor or deck we should know
about? Have you installed one at a public building or
shop where we can send clients to have a look? We
are currently compiling a list of such places so here’s
your chance to be involved. The list will contain the
names of places to visit, the species and builder or
floor installer. We also need a few more images for
our web site so if you have some you’d like to share
please email them to me.

Looking after that timber floor.

Still on the theme of floors, how do you maintain
them? This is an area often neglected. The type and
brand of coating used will determine the use of
appropriate polishes and frequency of re-finishing.
More regularly than polishing is the general cleaning
required to keep your floor looking great and this is
an area often over looked. Before pulling out the
mop, sweeping is important. The best type of broom
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is one specifically designed for hard floors. To
make it easy for you, we keep in stock brooms for
hard floors that incorporate micro fibre technology.
The shape of the fibres ensures the dirt particles are
essentially trapped by the broom as it glides across
the floor. To clean out the broom take it outside and
shake vigorously. The dust will float away. After
many uses the broom will get a bit grubby. Simply
remove the head and pop in the washing machine.
Sweeping should be done regularly to remove dust
from the floor. If this isn’t done, what can happen is
the dust is ground into the floor finish as it is walked
on accelerating the wear of the coating.

Another simple trick is to keep good floor mats at the
entry doors and encourage people to remove their
dirty shoes. Keeping the dirt off the floor in the first
place is better than having to remove it later. It’s
funny that some people object to having to remove or
clean their shoes with a timber floor yet wouldn’t
dream of walking across a pale carpet with dirty
shoes!

If the floor has dirt on it that sweeping won’t remove,
then it’s time to pull out the mop. You can buy all
sorts of floor cleaning products which will rip the
grime off. There are more eco friendly options too.
A cup of cleaning vinegar and a cap of methylated
spirits in a bucket of warm water will do wonders for
cleaning most hard floors. Use it with a sponge mop
and ring the mop out so it’s not too wet. Most floors
won’t require mopping every week if you keep the
dirt off in the first place so keeping your timber floor
clean is pretty easy and quick.

Last month I mentioned the Polycure Revive. This
floor polish is designed to give you a sacrificial wear
layer and it’s a good idea to apply it about once a
year. It’s a mop on application and Revive is a stock
item at Monaro Timber. Revive is compatible with a
broad range of timber coatings but you should check
before using it on your floor.

By taking good care of your floor day to day the more
expensive and intrusive process of re sanding and
recoating can be deferred, in some cases indefinitely.
When you do need to re sand your floor, well, that’s a
whole different story, for another day!

Floor staining workshop.

Sometime in September we will be hosting a floor
staining workshop conducted by Polycure. As soon
as we have a date we will let you know. Staining is
an area many floor sanders have little or no experi-
ence in and even those floor guys who do use stains
would pick up a few tips from the Polycure boys. If
you are a builder , designer or architect then it might
be worth your while to attend too. Some of the re-
sults may be just what you are after with your next
floor or interiors project.

Machines for sale.

One of our customers has retired from joinery and has
a couple of machines for sale. First one is an Italian
made docking saw. It cuts 700mm and tilts, comes
with a bench and a dust extractor. The other is an
Aussie made edge bander that’s about ten years old.
Both machines are in excellent, almost as new condi-
tion. We also have an old but solid band saw for sale.
For more details call our office.

New stock.

Looking for abrasives? We have a new selection of
SIA brand discs and flat sheets in the shop. We use
these papers in our own workshop with excellent re-
sults. New timbers to arrive recently include 25 and
50mm Silver Ash, 25 and 38mm Jarrah, 25 and
38mm Brush Box and various Tas Oak packs. Com-
ing very soon is more 25mm Spotted Gum and we are
also looking at some more Sapelle Mahogany
amongst other things.

Next time you drop into the showroom you’ll notice
the new wood heater and a few more improvements
with the fit out and display. We still have more
planned and the painting outside is progressing well.
After more than twenty years of neglect our building
is coming along. Stay tuned!

That’s all till next time

Regards Shaun
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